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My Dear ard W orthy Friends. 


Y late melancholy Service among 
ou on the occaſion of the Death o 
your Paſtor the Rev. Mr. Matthew Brad- 
ſhaw, gave me fuch an idea of your religious 
Society, and of the well-judg'd zeal and re- 
Ralf conduct of your worſhip, which I 
all always retain with pleaſure, and re- 
commend in the Churches as worthy of 
imitation ; and though it might be heigh- 
tend at that time by the ſolemnity of a 
Providence that ſtruck a general awe, and 
diffuſed the greateſt ſcriouſnefs throu - 
' your numerous Aſſembly, yet J have reaſon 
to think, from the accounts I have menived, 2 
a ſpirit of true devotion, amidſt ne too 
great decays of it in other places, is yet kept 
alive among you: by your conſtant atten- 
dance on theſe religious acts one would: 
hope it was naturalized to the Town, for 
it is this made Kidderminſter famous 
through the nation in Holy Mr. Baxter's 
days; the ſeeds of whoſe Miniſtry from 
theſe appearances muſt yet ſubſiſt among 
you. He planted, his Succeſſors have 
wares, and the God of all grace hither- 
7+ to 
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1 (iv . 
RL dc hath given a glorious increaſe, May 

| : * riſing generation continue the pro- - 

| ſpect; and it will do more honour to the 
Burrough, than all the arts of Trade and the 
moſt flouriſhing Manufacture. 

| | In order to this you will allow me to 
lay before you thoſe Heads of advice, that 
5 Man (who defired nothing more, 
than that when he was dead he might help 
the ſalvation of men) addreſſed to your re- 

| ligious Anceſtors in his Dedication of his 
Saint's Reft, and which he left with them, 


75 as the laſt teſtimony of his reſpect to 
thoſe he eſteemed his glory, his crown, 
and his joy, 


1—Labour to be men of knowledge, 
and ſound underſtanding ; and therefore, 
let your Bible be much in you hands, | 
and hearts. 

__ 2—DPo the utmoſt you can to get a 
faithful Miniſter, and ſubmit to his over- 
ſight. 

=29 . all your knowlales turn unto 

| Affection and Practice; and live now as 

ou could wiſh you had done at death and 

judgment : let no ſcorn diſhearten you, 

nor difference of opinion be an offence to 
Ou. 
g 4—Be ſure you make conſcience of the 
great duties you are to perform in your 
L Families. —N eighbours (aid he) I charge 
2880 i you, 
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EE): „ 
you, as you will ſhortly anſwer the con- 
trary before the Lord the Judge, that there 
be never a Family amongſt you that ſhall 
neglect them. _ 3 
| 5— Beware of Extreams in the Contro- 
verted Points of Religion, that we may 
have Unity in things Neceſſary, Liberty 
in things 7 ee and Charity in All. 
| 6—Above all, ſee that ye be followers of 
Peace and Unity both in the Church, and a- 
mong yourſelves: he that is not a Son of 
Peace, is not a Son of God, You are yet 
(ſaid he) eminent for your Unity, Steadfaſt- 


ue, and Godlingſi, hold faſt what you have. 


You know I never conformed to the uſe of 
myſtical ſymbolical rites myſelf, and yet. 
I ever loved a godly peaceable Conformiſt 
better than a turbulent Non-Confarmiſt. 

-7-—Be ſure to get down the Pride of 
| your Hearts; if ever you be broken in 
pieces and ruin'd, Pride will be the cauſe, 
8—Be ſure to keep the maſtery over 


your Fleſh and Senſes. ps” 
' __ 9— Make conſcience of the great duty 
of Reproving and Exhorting thoſe about 
„ : 12 A 
Laſily—Be ſure to maintain a conſtant 
Delight in God, and a ſeriouſneſs and ſpi- 
rituality in all his worſhip. Give not 
way to a cuſtomary dullneſs. Fear the 
beginnings and appearances of ſin. 
Se” : Let 
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| (vi) = | 
Let theſe few Inſtructioſis lie ever in 


ybür view, and they will contribüte to ſup- 


port the excellent character you have at- 
tained in the Churches of our Great Ma- 
ſer ; 1 Hope you will accept them as the 
beft Preface to a Diſcourſe, which I have 
got ttanſcrib'd at your laft defire ; for I was 
fbllicitous to be excuſed; by reaſon that 
Yol have 1efs occafioh for any affiftanes of 


| that kind, as you have fo great a number 


of valuable Sermons in manuſcript, which 


ate ſtatedly repeated in your private Aﬀſem- 


blies: however, to gratify the regard you 


| Had for the worthy Miniſiers that are gone, 


1 have taken care you thould have a faith- 


fal Copy, in hopes that forme of their ſur- 


vivihg Friends may be prevailed on to 
feriſh the out-lines of thoſe characters 


önly attempted to draw a rade ſketch of, 


and oblige che Publick with larger Me. 
rbirs, that may fill up the few hints I 


could then collect, and had time to give 
you. The ſcene was laid at Kidderminu- 
ter, when the firſt attempt was formed in 


this way. Dr. Calamy fays, © Hardly any 
« part of Mr. Baxter's Narrative was more 
e generally agreeable than his brief Ac- 
« count of the Miniſters of Worcefter- 


* frire”, * And if any hint ſhoald be 


* See Preface to the Second Volume of the Abridgmtit. 
taken 
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taken from this to continue thoſe Memoirs, 
your zeal to embalm the memory of your 
Minifters, the members of Chriſt's myſti- 
cal body, like that of the anointing of his 
feet, will be ſpoken of to your honour in 
the ages to come. As this naturally in- 
troduceth that uſe I then led you to 
make, of the Death of your Miniſters, 
(which had that kind acceptance from 
the Pulpit) I ſhall now, without any fur- 
ther apology, ſubmit this plain Diſcourſe 
to your review, and am with the moſt 
| fincere reſpect, | 


Nur moſt Obedient, 


| Humble Servant, 


E. LATHAM: 
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Zrenaniani 1, 5. 


— Prophets, do they live for 


ever? 


HEN I regard the Place 
wherein I ſtand, the Pulpit 
from which the late Reverend 
and Worthy Mr. Bradſhaw 
deliver d ſo many uſeful and inſtructive 
Diſcourſes; when I look round on the 
numerous Aſſembly I now addreſs, the 
Perſons who hung upon the lips of that 
judicious Preacher, and drank in divine 
knowledge from them with pleaſure, I 
know not how to proceed; I find it neceſ- 
fary to receive the conſolation, which I 
muſt endeavour to adminiſter to you, un- 
der this ſeyere ſtroke of Providence, You 
will give me leave, my dear Brethren, to 
wiſh this work had devolved on ſome . 
other, who might have improved the diſ- 
penſation with more juſtice to the memo- 
ry of your worthy Paſtor, and ſervice to 


Vou, in in regard of the little time I could 
B have 
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(2 ) 
have t to adjuſt my thoughts on this head ; 


but perhaps a Diſcourſe, that ſhall appear 
in the undreſs of ſorrow and concern, may 


not altogether unbecome the awful event, 


if it cannot receive a force and beauty 
from it. I don't queſtion the melancholy 
Providence has often ſuggeſted the natural 
inquiry I have already read ; The Prophets, 
do they live for ever "HEH may leave 

ou to make the anſwer, as far as the 
diſtreſs of ſorrow will permit it; but I 
am too ſenſible to your concern, not to 


imagine the eyes of ſome filling with tears, 


and their hearts with grief at the thought; 
I ſhall relieve you therefore of that pain 
a little, by conſidering the words in con- 
nection with the context. They are part 
of a pathetick Sermon delivered by Ze- 
chariah, who was co- temporary with 


Haggai, and joined with him to encou- 


rage the reformation, and ſettlement of 


the Jewiſb Church, after their return from 


captivity; in ordeñᷣ to which, he cenſures 
their behaviour to their former Prophets, 
whom they had not entertained, or im- 
proved their doctrine in the manner they 
ought. God had imployed ſeveral very 
worthy hands, to deliver divine truths, 
and apprize them of their danger from 
their ſins, but they, like the deaf adder, 
had been inſenſible to all the charms of 
_ 


 =—_ 2a es ee: 
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inſtruction: now tho the perſons them- - 


| ſelves live not to ſee the accompliſhment . 


of their words, they might die, but he 
aſſures them, what they ſaid did not. 
Amidſt what neglects ſoever the idea of 
the Preacher, and all his ſerious Diſcourſes 
were loſt, here is an appeal to them, if 


the ſtatutes of heaven did not take hold 


of them; which is a ſufficient intimation, 
that they ought to have. paid the grow 
regard to thoſe divine oracles, tho' the 
Perſons that delivered them were like them 
ſelves and their Fathers mortal ; the trea- 
ſure is rich, though it is lodged i in earthen 
veſſels, But before I proceed in this ac- 
count of the caſe, it may be proper to 
inquire what theſe Prophets were, and in 
what ſenſe they are ſaid not 70 live for 
ever, 

1. As to the former it is certain, that 
theſe Perſons ſuſtain'd a very eminent cha- 
rafter in the Feuiſb Community, They 
were frequently qualified for extraordina- 
ry ſervices, as the foretelling future events, 


and the working of miracles; but a con- 


fiderable part of their buſineſs lay i in teach- 
ing and expounding the divine law, which 
is of continual uſe in the church, and 
very much of the ſame nature with that 
which imploys the Miniſters of the Goſs 


| now, | 
8 1 
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Th the diſcharge of theſe duties they 
were obliged to recommend and enforce 
the commands of God, with promiſes 

and threatenings, to pronounce the judg- 
ment of heaven, and correct the miſtakes 
and vices of the people; their Prophe- 
cies appear therefore digeſted into Ser- 
mons, and we have reaſon to believe, oy 
gave many ſerious exhortations to the 
hearers in their ordinary attendance, tho" 
wee have only the inſpired Diſcourſes on re- 
cord ; for they appear to have been regu- 
larly train d up in Academies, and Semi- 
naries of Piety and good Literature for 
that purpoſe. Vou often read therefore of 
The Schools of the Prophets; upon which 
| cCccaſion you will allow me to ſuggeſt 
Wt: that (by reaſon their Diſcourſes: were 
wholly deſigned to encourage, and ſup- . 
port a pure and ſpiritual 'worſhip, like that 
of the New Diſpenſation; which reliſhes 
nothing of pomp and ceremony) the Chri- 
ſtian Preachers would do more right to 
to their office, and honour to themſelves, 
Fs in the claim of a ſucceſſion. from theſe, 
r (which is the ſame thing) a confor- 
e to them in their ordinary work, ra- 
ther than to the old Prieſts and Levites, 
whoſe ſeryice and order is entirely aboliſh- 
ed, ſince the New Covenant hath anſwer- 
6d the ends of them, hath exhibited the 
ebene 
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ſubſtance, and cauſed ſacrifice and oblation 
to ceaſe: however, what I have now ob. 
ſerved will ſufficiently countenance my rea- 
ſoning from this ſtile and character, to that 
of the Miniſters of the word now. And 

2. As to the ſenſe wherein they are ſaid 
not to live for ever, there is nothing more 
obvious than the common and popular 
conſtruction of it, which confines it to 
the preſent world, for we can by no means 
refer it to a future exiſtence in another 
. ſtate, or apprehend them to be annihilated; 
and a loſt generation, Even under the 
Old Diſpenſation they ſought a better 
country, and expected to be ſhewn' the 
path of life at the right hand of God, 
where there is fulneſs of joy, and plea- 
ſures for evermore. I confeſs our glorious 
Maſter, who hath the words of eternal 
life, has made. clearer diſcoveries, and 
opened the unſeen ſcenes into a better light: 
We now ſee far beyond the grave, anti- 

cipate the bliſs, and cheriſh the immortal 
= Whoſoever liveth and beheveth in 
him ſhall never die. The life is begun in 
Grace, that ſhall perfect itſelf in Glory; 
in compariſon-of that, it is but one con- 
tinued gloom of Death that hangs over this 
world, which the joys of the other diſſi- 


2 John xi. 26. 
. pate 
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pate and clear up into true vitality and 
action, ſuch as is worthy of our nature, 
and only anſwers our beſt hopes and 
wiſhes. This is the Reft that remains, the 
Saint's Everlaſting Reſt, which Holy Mr. 
Baxter ſo well deſcribd and recommend- 
ed to the inhabitants of this Burrough, 
And there is ſomething peculiar in the 
reward of a Prophet, which animates all 


the endeavours, of your Miniſters, and 


gives a life and flame to all their devotions 
and labours ; they know that not any 
of their pious ſervices ſhall be in vain, 
for if a cup of cold water ſhall have its 
return, ſince they open the ſprings of ſal- 
vation, and give * the living waters, a cha- 
rity ſo divine muſt have recompences in 


| ſome proportion to the benefit, It on 


under the influence of this faith 

worthy ' Paſtor taught and lived, — in 
the exerciſe of it died Died did I ſay? 
It is much better expreſſed by enter- 
ing into Life. In the fleſh, I confeſs, he 


is no more, as the Apoſtle very naturally 


deſcribes it, and it is in that ſenſe. I muſt 
obſerve to you, that the Miniſters of the 
word do not often continue long. in this 
world; for what we render for ever, fre- 


quently i imports a limited duration in theſe 


Þ John iv, 10. 
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holy writings. This is a truth there is no 
occaſion to illuſtrate by any detail of in- 
ſtances; we almoſt ſeal it every day with 
our tears, and the ſorrow of the preſent 
Aſſembly ſufficiently confeſſes it; you can 
figh and ay, your Miniſters do not Jive 
for ever. Our Fathers, where are they ? 
Were is the great Mr. Baxter, who did ho- 
nour to your Town, and has made Kidder- 
minſter known thro the kingdom ? Where 
is the wiſe and prudent Mr. Spilſbury ? 
And where is now the Rev. Mr. Brad/haw, 
a man of uncommon worth? If you can- 
not ſpeak for grief, you have the precious 
duſt of ſome of them left among you, to 
anſwer the queſtion. Alas! Your Miniſters 
do not live for ever—Por ever, did I fay? 
—They are ſo far from this, that they 
2 not often accompliſh the ordinary term 
of life. T do not now infiſt on the ill 
uſage of the world, which has haſtened 
many a good man out of it, of whom it 
was not worthy, A very philoſophical 
account may be given, how much a ſtu- 
dious ſedentary life contributes to make 
it a ſhort one; for there is nothing weak- 
ens the fibres, ſooner exhauſts the ſpirits 
of a man, and hereby precipitates his re- 
move. But it may be proper to enter 
further into the account, to do right to 
the anſwer, and receive the conſolation 
| we 
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0 
we want upon ſuch an occaſion, f = 
paſe therefore in order to take 1 in the 


| whole ſubyett, 


I. To offer ſome' - Reaſon for the ch 


; af Miniſters in common with the reſt of 
their ſpecies. Firſt, They are men; and 


therefore, Secondly, As ſuch muſt die. 
The former has been the determination of 
divine wiſdom from the beginning of 
time, © God bath at ſundry times, and in 
diverſe manners, ſpoken in time paſt unto 
the Fathers by the Prophets, men of like 

ſſions with ourſelves ; and when in the 
laft days he revealed himſelf by his Son; 


tbe Wied was made fleſh and dwelt among 


us; be took not on him the nature of angels, 
but that of the ſeed of Abrabam, and was 
in all things made like unto his brethren. 


TI ſhall not at preſent inquire further into 


the reaſon of this conſtitution, which has 
put this ſaving office into the hands of 
men, than the #wo following obſervations 


will ſuggeſt. That 


1. We have generally kinder thoughts of 
our own ſpecies, and ſort; and however 


charitable and good-natur'd other ſpirits 
might have been, we receive the ſervices 


better from thoſe who have a fellow-feel- 
ing bf: our infirmities, and muſt m 
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üs, if not with more compaſſion, yet 
more to our apprehenſions and inclina- 
tions; for as they partake of the ſame na- 
ture, they are more on a level with us, and 
we are inſenſibly prejudiced in their favour : 
we believe them acquainted with our in- 
tereſts, and from the community of nature 
are partial to them, they are familiar to 
us, and we more eaſily give in to their 
ſentiments and advice. An immediate in- 
tercourſe with Heaven had been too awful, 
and the influence of it would have been 
rather attributed to fear, than any ratio- 
nal conviction, as appears Deuteronomy, 
xviii. 16: Therefore Elibu ſays very ele- 
gan tly, 4 Bebold, Tam according to thy with 
in God's flead ; I alſo am formed out of the 
Clay. Behold, my terror ſhall not make 
thee afraid, neither ſhall my hand be heavy 


: upon thee. Beſides, 


2. T wiſdom of this appointment 
may appear in the honour it does divine 
Grace, for now the excellency of the 
Power diſcovers itſelf to be of God, and 
there is no danger an inſtrument ſo unequal 
to the effect ſhould rival him. The beſt 

of your Miniſters may ſay as Peter, Why 
took you fo earneſtly on us, as though by our 
holineſs we did this? Tis our happineſs to 
be workers together under God, who ſe- 
cures to himſelf the glory, by imploying 


Job. xxXiii, 6, 7. Adds ili. 12. | 
WA -- men, 
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men like your ſelves in the converſion 1 
reformation of the world. If theſe ob- 


ſervations in ſome meaſure account for 


the office, as it is in ſuch hands, it will 
follow chat, 


1 


Secondly, They muſt die as Men, 


and ſubmit to the neceſſity of the nature 
they wear. I know this is a thought 
that does not fit ſo eaſy on our minds. 


1. We ſee tis fact that every Man at his 


| beſt eftate is altogether vanity ; his greateſt 


glory wears a ſickly conſtitution, and his 


Being, which he has in common with 
inanimate creatures, hath not the ſolidity 
they have. Is his frength the ſtrength of 


ones, or his fleſh of braſs? The life of a 


plant is almoſt too ſtrong an image for us, 
ſo eaſily are we cut down, and fade away. 
As for man, his days are as graſs, as the 
tendereſt part of it, /o be fHlourifheth ; the 
wind paſſeth over it, and it is gone, and the 
place thereof ſhall know it no more. Juſt 
as you ſee the gay pride of the ſpring, 
which adorns this and the other bank for a 
few days, and is the eaſy prey of the 
gentleſt touch, Tt withers under a ſevere 
wind, is blaſted by one ray of the ſun, or 
at the mercy of the leaſt worm; ſo very 
frail is the conſtitution, and make of theſe 
bodies we wear, when they appear to us 


job. vi. 12. Palm ciii. 15. 16. 


TEL) | 

beſt built for duration: nor is there any 
room to admire this, if we do but conſider 
them as an heap of veſſels which are fo 
many canals for that fluid, which is our 
life, to flow through, and circulate in; 
ſome of which are fo inconceiveably fine, 
that tis a wonder the tender paſſages are 
not more frequently choaked up, and ob- 
ſtructed, or ſo far broken as to let out the 
vital liquor at leaſt one way, or other, a 
thouſand diſorders attend our ſpecies, and 
leave us in deaths often ; inſomuch that 
the whole ſyſtem of Beings appear only to 
be made up of ſhadows that hover a while, 
and glide before our eyes, but are gone 
in the twinkling of them", We think, 
we talk, and converſe with them, but 
a few days almoſt perſuade us it was a de- 
luſion, and the idea languiſhes when it 
Has nothing to ſupport it. I may refer my 
ſelf for the truth of this, to the ſad ex 
rience of this mournfu] Aſembly, and 28 
ceed, 
2. To account for this order of Provi- 

dence that has i appointed all men once to 
die; from which the beſt and greateſt are 
not exempted. eſteem this more neceſ- 
fary, by reaſon it is ſuch a weight on our 
ſpirits, when a good and uſeful man is-in a 
manner 'torn away from his Family, his 
Friends, and a Society, at the ſame time 
* Job. xxvii. 19. Wo: 
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that there are ſo many left in the world, 


that are never like to do good in it; they - 


grow old in vice, and cumber the ground, 
when the ornaments of their Age, and their 
Religion are laid under it. What fond 
dependencies have we on the prudent and 

rave, and how can we ſpare out of ſocie- 


ty thoſe who have been the delight and 


ſupport of it? It can't be admired that on 
ſuch a ſhock, the perſons that are not in- 
ſenſible to thas ſtrokes, that have not a 
ere of ſtupidity, or a great degree, of 
, ſhould be at a loſs to reconcile them 

to * wiſdom and goodneſs of the bleſſed 
God, and the intereſts of the univerſe. 
There is nothing therefore can be of more 


Importance, than to vindicate. the divine 


proceedings both that we may be ſatiſ⸗ 
fied in his conduct of things, and ſubmit 
to ſuch events, at the ſame time, that we 
are ſollicitous, to improve them in the 


beſt manner. And I muſt obſerve that 


the varicty, it was proper there ſhould be, 
in the works of God, may afliſt ys in ac- 
counting for what we eſteem evil in our 
frame, I know mankind, that are, always 
artial to themſelves, could have been 
pleaſed to have been exempted from many 
of the inconveniencies that reſult from it; 
or, which is the ſame thing, to have been | 
in a higher rank of Beings. But if i: is 
not 1 of tho Divine Perfections 
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x: 13) 
to diſplay themſelves in different orders of 


them, I know not why we ſhould not be 


content to ſuſtain our place in the great 
ſcale of life. There are ſo many privi- 


leges that attend and diſtinguiſh: it from 


many of the lower ſtations, that 'tis al- 
moſt as unreaſonable, as the 2 0 
the bramble, that it is not the oak, 
cedar, or which might be expected = 
the meaner animals, . that they don't wear 
our form, If it was not unworthy of 
the Father of Spirits to place ſome of his 
offspring in fleſh, and among theſe Mi- 
niſters, by the condition of their Being 
they muff be capable of Death. And by 
reaſon as moral agents we are ſubjects of a 


law, and liable to puniſnment upon our 


offence, it is but reaſonable to think, that 
by fin death ſhould come into the world, 
and paſs upon all men, as a ſtanding me- 
morial of the divine diſpleaſure againſt it ; 
which as the holy writings aſſure us, is now 
the caſe, and our own experience confirms it. 
When we have worn out a few days, 


and years, we muſt all pay the laſt tri- 


bute to the memory of the firſt man, 


or that grand mulct on our nature that 


is entail'd on us from him. Tis true, 
as we haye bodies made up of earth, that 
"oh conſtituted of the union of various 

orporeal particles, they muſt in the moſt 


innocent ſtate of our nature have been 
capable 
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capable of diffolution ; but whatever refine- | 


ments might have paſſed on this matter in 
that condition of it, it would not have been 


Death, but only an improvement of Life. 


Tis only now that the duſt, as a pe- 
nalty of the firſt crime, returns to its ori- 
ginal form, and the particles of which our 
fabrick is made, go through the ſeve- 
ral revolutions, and changes the other 
material things about us do. | 


However therefore we ſhould think a Rate | 


wherein there was no death (as really it is) 


more eligible in itſelf, yet ſince the other 


condition of our Being makes a greater va- 


riety in the works of God, and that it is 


but doing juſtice to his government, ta 
make us to ſome diſhonour now, we can- 
not complain of the preſent diſpenſation 

that ſince the fall all men are mortal. And 
when we have once got over this difficulty, 
we ſhall have leſs to object, that the good, 
and virtuous, the beſt of our ſpecies die, 
as well as others; for this is but the neceſ. 


fary reſult of that conſtitution, by which 


they are made to inhabit tabernacles of 
clay, that are at moſt built up for ſuch a 
time, threeſcore or fourſcore years, and 
liable to ſuch ſhocks, that may demoliſh 


them much ſooner: to regret now that 


they don't laſt longer, isto be uneaſy with 
their make, and refume the exception 
againſt the — of Providence; in 


ſhort, 
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(1s) 
ſhort, it is to repine again, that God Ai 


85 mighty ſhould adorn his creation with ſuch 
a ſpecies of Beings, or make his works ſo 
manifold. We would anticipate the future 

ſtate, have our Friends immortal as the An- 


gels, and there ſhould not be ſuch a crea- 


ture among them as Man. If we are con- 


tent therefore to have Miniſters of the ſame 
nature with ourſelyes, they muſt take it 
with the frailties and infirmities of it; and 
when in the way of their Duty, by any 


diſtemper, or ſeries of labours, their health 
| is broken in upon, and they die, to ſuſpect 
the divine wiſdom in the uſe of ſuch in- 
ſtruments, or the manner of laying them 
by, is to impeach the methods of Provi- 
dence in the government of bis church. 

No; I is the Lord, let bim do what feem- 


eth him good. 
It is in conſequence of thoſe general 


laws, by which he doth whatſoever he 


will both in Heaven and Earth, and who 


can ſay to him, What doeft thou? An Hea- 
then therefore ou make the challen ge 


« Who is there of ſo ambitious and impo- 
< tent arrogance, that in this neceſſity of 


« nature, would have himſelf, or his 


tt friends ;cxempted Pa Miniſters therefore; 


as they are made of the ſame maſs with 


the reſt of mankind, muſt have one com- 
mon lot with them; tis not proper there 


ſhould be at diſcrimination made r 
the 


(16) 
the difference would be too ſenſible bes 
twixt the good and bad in the preſent 
ſtate, and both ſuperſede the exerciſe of 
our graces; and the expectation of our 
rewards ; men would live more by ſenſe; 
and leſs by faith: 'Theſe ſtars therefore in 
the right hand fall into the earth, and the 
lights of the church often burn out very 
quick, in directing others the way to 
Heaven. Even thoſe qualities for which 
we value and love them, and would al- 
0 = moſt have them excus'd from dying, by 
* 5 the condition of their nature, as they are 
ö men, frequently procipitats4 this. But, 
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IL There are other Reaſons why they 
muſt not live, that are only common to 
them, with all other good men. | 

1. That they may reſt from their la- 
bours. Thoſe who have been very indu- 
ſtrious and active in their particular ſpheres, 
have at death an honourable diſcharge. 
We are now obliged to fill our ſeveral ſta- 
tions with ſervices of various kinds. Our 
Friends, Families, and Acquaintance, have 
their different demands upon us; we muſt 
provide for the one, and oblige the other. 
The beſt Perſons the world ever knew, 
have done great things this way, in their 
generation, and wore out life for the Pub- 
lick; 'tis the favour of heaven at laſt to 


ding them from a buſy world, from — 
- tne 
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the noiſe ad impertinence of this vain 
hurry, Thoſe who have done worthily, 


haye acquitted themſelves agreeably in all 


their relations, and with a great deal of 


pains oblig d their neighbours, and fellow- 
creatures, in the moſt officious ready man- 


ner, have at laſt their releaſe from this fa- 
tigue ; and then how * ſweet are the clods of 
the valley to their weary bones! If your Mi- 


nifters were not indulged the ſame — who 


toil in the vineyard, and bear the heat of 


the day; if their ſun ſhould not go down, 


nor the ſhadows of the evening draw upon 
them, the Great Maſter would not ſhew 


them the mercy he does the under-la- 


bourers; no, on the other hand, he often 
brings their day, and work to an end 


ſooner ; having ſerved their generation 
they fall aſleep in Jeſus. 


2. They muſt not live, that they may 


be delivered from the body of Death. 
Then the burden is wholly — off, and 
all the tedious conflict is over; every in- 


firmity is buried in the grave with them, 


and the laſt enemy deſtroy d; the fleſh 


muſt be put away, that it may luſt no more 


_ againſt the ſpirit. The irt man amidſt 
all his adyantages was mutable, but none 


ſhall be able to pluck thoſe who are, got 


ſafe there, out of the hands of the ſecond, 
the Lordi in Heaven. The old ſerpent can- 
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not wind himſelf into the Paradiſe above, 
or come near the Tree of Life. In this 
ſtate the good men may have often thought 

themſelves in the jaws of that devouring 
Lyon, but they fear him no more; no more 
complain of temptations without, or incli- 
nations within. The unhappy weight under 
which we now groan is then taken off, and 
the ripen'd ſoul is ſet at liberty from every 


| Hike that chain'd it down to earth and ſenſe. 


How difficult is it now to pofleſs our 
ſelves with becoming apprehenſions of 
_ God Almighty, and to lead your de- 
votions to him; the praiſes die and lan- 
guiſh on our lips and our prayers almoſt 
ask a denial! How hard is it to bring 
under the body, that after we have 
preached to others, we may not be caft 
away ourſelves ; and ſay what are the 
pains and ſtruggles with the thorn in the 
Aeſh, the meſſenger of Satan! Come then 
the dear happy day that gives away all 
"theſe ſins and ſufferings, and- that in a 
moment makes good men all they wiſh, 


and hope for. Your Miniſters among the 


reſt, wait the appointed time with joy, 
when they ſhall with theſe bodies, put off 
the like paſſions they had with you, _ 
» cloathed u pon from above. 


' 0 1 Pet. v. 8. 


3. Your 


(19) 
. Your Miniſters, as well as other mer- 
eifal and good Men, are taken away from 


all the evils that are either preſent or to 


come. To enumerate them would be to 


paint out human life in all the diſtreſs of it 


for man is born to trouble, and the place of 
his habitation is only a labyrinth of vanity 
and grief; in every ſtate we meet with 
ſomething to moleſt and diſquiet us, and the 
ſorrows of life flow as faſt as the waves of 
the ſea, and crowd one billow upon another. 

Our circumſtances are ſo unhappy, and 
the humour of good men ſo unaccount- 


able, that even the perſons and things, 


which ſhould be the ſolace of our Be- 


ings, often moſt perplex, and diſturb 


us. It cannot be admired then that we 
frequently ſuffer from the malignity and 
violence of. the wicked. An Heathen 


Z admirably | accounts for theſe exerciſes, : 


(viz.) That God Almighty does not train 
* up his children with ſoftneſs and delica- 
ce cy, but as the Father of their Spirits loves 
* them. with a maſculine affection, and 


© inures them to hardſhip and labour; 13 1 
conſequence of which it has been obſerved, 


that afflictions of various kinds have bel 


the portion of the beſt men here, but they 
have a glorious amends hereafter ; ; they die 
therefore to be delivered from all this evil: 
then the animal functions ceaſe, which 


are too low and mean a thing to be. the 


D 2 concern 
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tay: 


concern of an immortal mind; they are 


no more ſuſtained at the expence of fo 


much care and art, which makes life it- 
ſelf a fatigue, and in a manner a continual 
Death to them; then they have no longer 


a dependance on the mean accommodations 
of this ſtate, they feel none of the grie- 
vous ſenfation of it, they are freed from 
all the dying languors of ſome diſtempers, 

all the acute paroxyſms of others; they 
who ſcarce knew what it was to have a fe 
lucid intervals from complaints of one kind 


or other forget all their ſorrow, and ſhall no 


more be cut off with pinching fickneſs. 
| God indulges his ſervants an eſcape 


out of this clay, and they inſtantly loſe 
all their forrowful reſentments ; no waſte- 
ing ſighs, no ſhocking groans damp the 
harmony of thoſe upper realms ; they ſnhall 
know no more what perſecution, tri- 
bulation, or diſtreſs mean; they ſhall hun- 
ger no more, . neither thirſt any more, nei- 


Ther ſhall the Sun light on them, or any 


Heat; for the lamb which is in the midſt of 
the throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them 
unto living fountains of water, and God ſhall 
wiße away all tears from their eyes: and 
there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, 
nor crying, neither ſhall there be any more 
pain, for the former things are paſſed away.” 
There is nothing that gives anxiety or dil 


ai. xxxviii. 12. 1 Rev; vii. 16; 17. 


quietude : 
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( 21 * 
quletude in alt the moünt of Oed, Ad, 
oh, ſerene and happy day that ſhall chaſs 
away all the gloom and horrors that over- 
caſt the preſent ! What light does this 
throw on "the veil of Death, in order 0 


of Lite he hides — ſhelters — in 
the grave, where the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and the weary are at reſt ! But 


4. They die to receive the gift of Life; 9 75 
for the Prophets have that reward (which 


is of Grace) in common withother believers. 
But who can tell you what God has 
prepar'd for them that love him, can diſ- 
play the glories of the upper world, the 
vaſt unknown bliſs there ? To inquire into . 
this has been the labour of ages, but has 
inſuperable difficulties attending it; for 
vrhile we have all our notions of things 
from this world, it can only be expected 
we ſhould chink and talk in metaphors, 

and low ſimilitudes of another: and it is 
a pleaſure to obſerve, that in the holy 
writings, the improvement of the mind, 


which is the great buſineſs of this ſacted 
office, is made the brighteſt image of the 
fatare bliſs. Now your Miniſters toil un- 
der great diſadvantages to enrich their 


own underſtandings, and inform yours ; 


bop they conſume the lamp of life, to 
light 


= ERP 
| : ( 22 ) | 

light the othet of knowledge; but they 
ſhall not always wade in clouds and miſts ; 


in mercy they are releaſed from this dark 
incloſure, and truth ſhines naked into 


them; they ſee things in their mutual 


connection and. dependance, and baſk in, 


divine light. What a religious glow of 
all the affections is imparted to them by 
it ! And how regular is the tendency of 
them! They ſee God, and, are like him ; 
behold face to face, and are changed into 
the ſame image ! Say what muſt be the 
happineſs that reſults from this temper ! 

If by him we have now all our ſenſations 


and reliſhes (as our beſt Philoſophers ob- 


ſerve) what muſt be the bliſs that reſults 
from the glorious converſes above? In his 


preſence muſt be fulneſs of joy, and at bis 


right hand pleaſures for evermore; this 


honour have all his Saints, and he that 


would not die to receive it, is not worthy 


of it. It was the wiſh of St. Paul to be 
diſſolved, that he might be with Chriſt ; 


and the Saviour expreſſeth the ſame con- 
cern to have them with him; Father, 1 


will that thoſe thou haſt given me be with 
me where J am, that they may behold my 
glory. They have no ſooner, therefore, 
finiſhed their work, but his angels do 
their office, they are their convoy; he 


2 


takes 
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takes them to himſelf, and has promiſed 


to change their vile bodies, that they may 


be faſhioned like his glorious one; and 
who would not put off their earthly 
tabernacle, for that houſe from heaven ? 

If it is a delight to the Saviour to ſee the 


travel of his ſoul, and all his in pro- 


geny arrive ſafe where he is, what will 


be the harmony of thoſe happy ſouls, 


when they meet and mingle in the moſt 


indearing intercourſes above! His Miniſters 
muſt die to be gathered to their people, 
the innumerable company of angels their 
fellow-ſervants, the general aſſembly and 


church of the firſt-born which are written. 


in heaven; and how bright will the con- 
ſolation be, what a burſt of light, when 


all the ſtars crowd and fill the firmament 
of God together! How will the heavens 


glow, when they meet and mingle rays! 


And there is that equal conſtant flame that 


- will melt them into an inviolable union, 


for the ſpirits made perfect are all kind, 15 


g charitable, and good- natured; they know 

not the jargon of our diſputes, nor any 

of the diſcord that obſtructs the ſatisfaction 

good ain ſhould take in one another 

now. It is in order to compleat the union 
of this myſtical body, and injoy the hap- 
ä pincls that attends it, your TY die; 


P Heb. xi, 22. 
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and when the Spirit and the Bride ſay, 
Come. — ho would not pronounce the 
ſolemn Amen, Come Len Je _ come 
ere But So 


III. II proceed to condder ſome 3 | 
peculiar to — ſacred Officers, that may 
—— their Remove. 

1, As a judgment on a very unthank- 
ful world, which is not worthy of them, 
and therefore ſhall not injoy = long. 
It is the determination of Heaven, that his 
Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with the 
children of diſobedience, nor will he allow 
his Miniſters to do it. When men refuſe 
the offers of peace, he calls home the 
meſſengers of it; and then 
Hir. They * no more of hate how 
mon and Admonitions; theſe are gene- 
rally ſuch a reſtraint on the vain and 
vicious, that they cannot fill up the mea- 
ſute of their fins ſo very faſt, and pro- 
voke the vengeance of Heaven: jt has 
always therefore been eſteemed to carry 
an ill . on n | 771 there 


% 


how = — in a i oh iniquity, 
| : when there are few faithful Miniſters to 
7 bear it down with. reaſon and religion, 


4 Pal. . 9. 
wu 
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how melancholy an air does the remove of 
thoſe carry; thoſe who often from the 


Pulpit ſtormed the ſtrong holds of ſin, 


and with holy ardour ſaved the ſouls that 
were plunging into the bottomleſs pit, and 
burning lake! At the ſame time, if on 
the other hand we conſider them, as the 


Sons of Conſolation, repreſent chem not 


breaking the bruiſed reed, nor quenching 
the ſmoaking flax, incouraging virtue and 
piety with the greateſt tenderneſs, and in 


Imitation of their Great Maſter, feeding 


the ſheep, cheriſhing the lambs in _ 


boſom, how can we ſuſtain the loſs! 


I know you cannot but make this your 


owncaſe, when it was with you as in months 


paſt, and the Candle 'of the Lord in the 
Miniſtry of your late worthy Paſtor ſhon 
upon your tabernacle ; when you had every 


| week your portion neither crude and undi- 


geſted, nor refined beyond the ſubſtance, 
and virtue, but the fncere milk of the word, 
that you might grow thereby; which made it 
your own fault if you did not. How oft did 


he in the moſt pathetick manner beſeech 


you, for Chriſt's fake, to be reconciled to 


God; and when he talk'd on divine ſubjects | 
have not your hearts burn'd within you? 


Muft you never hear the voice of this 
charmer, nor ſhall he appear in his place 
again? 1 cannot wonder it affects you, as 

{ 3 £4 
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-I did the friends of Paul, * and they al! 


wept ſore, ſorrowing moſt of all, for the 
— which he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee 
his face no more; but I hope you will, 
under greater advantages hereafter ; how- 


ever, you will do well now to inquire, if 


there is no argument of the divine diſplea- 
ſure in the Preſent panes, re 
fince, 

Secondy—It is a loſs on the account 
of their Prayers. By theſe they were 
obliged under the old diſpenſation to go 1p 
into the gap, and make up the hedge for the 


houſe of 1ſrael; and what ſucceſs attend- 


ed their interpoſition you are often told *. 
If it pleaſes God therefore to take theſe 


away, a breach is open to the judgments 


of Heaven. What apprehenſions this may 
give us of the preſent diſpenſation I ſhall 
not ſay. You muſt remember with what 


ardent affection your late worthy Mini- 


ſter interceded for you; how he impor- 
tun'd Heaven, wreſtled down bleſſings, and 


deprecated the wrath of God; all the con- 
ſolation you have in this thought is, that 


we hope the Prayers are on the file. 
2. They muſt not live very long, to 


do honour to themſelves; for men grow 
familiar with their characters, deſpiſe their 


ſometimes hate, and perſecute them; for 


perſons, neglect their good e 
z Acts xx. 37, 38. P Ezek. xiii. 5. * Pfal 


which 
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: which reaſon it pleaſes God to remove 


them, when they are eſteemed and valu- 
ed, and often in the height of their uſeful- 
neſs. It is, I confeſs, the unaccountable, 
but conſtant: temper of the world, to love 
the virtue that is abſent and out of ſight 
beſt; nothing of this kind is ſo much ad- 
mir d at hand, as at a diſtance; it was 


thus with Moſes, while he liv'd how was 


he chode with every day, and continually 
murmured at, which made him weary of 
his life, as you obſerve in his complaint 
to God®; and yet at his death God was 
obliged to hide him, that the ſame people 


might not idolize him  ; and his writings 
have been preferred by them to all the 
other parts of Scripture. ' Our Saviour alſo 


informs us of the other Prophets, that in 
their life-time were perſecuted to the death, 
that they had afterwards their Tombs 1 


and garniſbed, and the ſame conduct of 
Men appears in all ages. Your Miniſters 


are ſeldom ſo much prized while they live, 


as their words and actions are ebb 2 


and praiſed hen they are gone. The 
Righteous ſhall be had in everlaſting re- 
membrance. It is a glorious perfume they 


leave, or if they had no name on earth, 
be gives them one above; then they ex- 


change the black attire, for that white 


Vu Numb. xi. 11, » Deut. xxxiv. 6. 
n 2 raiment, 
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raiment, which all the powers of dark- 


" neſs ſhall not be able to ſtain. 


3. They ſometimes mult not live, that 
they may not be Spectators of ſome Cala» 
mities that may attend their Families, 


their Friends, or their People. We read 


FJoſiab was gathered in peace, that his eye 
might not ſee the evils God was deter- 
mined to bring on the Community *. 80 
God hides his Miniſters in the grave, as 


he took Noah into the ark, till the clouds 


are over; they ſhall not be witneſſes of 

what would give them ſo much affliction 
to behold. Perhaps the vial of wrath 
may be ready to burſt on ſome that have 
diſobeyed the invitations of heaven by their . 
Miniſtry ; he would not thus grieve his 
ſervants the Prophets under the former 
diſpenſation, left they ſhould be preſs'd 
with ſorrow beyond meaſure: and it would 
almoſt break the heart of a good-natur'd 
and affectionate Miniſter, who deſired no- 


thing more than the happineſs of thoſe he 


preached to, to obſerve any of them aban- 
doned to their luſts and paſſions ; to ſee a 
flouriſhing Aſſembly, upon which he at- 
tended, - crumbled into parties, by falſe 
zeal, pride and humour. God is too ten- 
der of them to ſuffer this, and. therefore 


takes them away. You have my betf 


- x 2 Kings xxii. 20. 
wiſhes 
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wiſhes that there may be nothing of this 
in your Caſe, 

4. They muſt not live for « ever, baum 
they muſt return to give an account of 
their Miniſtry, both of the ſucceſs of it, 
and of their own management; to relate 
the entertainment theſe ſacred Truths had 
in the ſocieties, where they publiſhed 
them. That is a remarkable expreſſion of 
our Saviour's, There is one that accuſeth 
you, even Moſes ; and tis ſaid in the Para- 
ble, that the ſervants, who invited to the 
ſupper, came again to make their report. 
It muſt give you all a concern to apply 
this to yourſelves, and may be a uſeful 
' thought to conſider, © what account do I 
* think in my own conſcience, the late 
* Mr. Bradſbau has to give of me.” For all 
your ſakes I hope and with this Society has 
obtained a good report above, 
_ Laſtly, Miniſters muſt not live for ever, 
to inſtruct their people to depend only on 
God, whoſe ſervants they were, and — 
Truths they delivered. He takes care in 
this way to put a ſenſible difference be- 
tween the Perſon that muſt return, and 
the Word that abides, and accompliſhes its 
work ; this is the reaſon aſſigned in this 
place, and the verſes that follow. The 
intention was to let them ſee, that what 


John v. 45. e 
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the Prophet ſaid had a divine authority, 


becauſe the effect enſued, though the Per- 
ſon who ſpake it was dead and gone. We 
frequently aſcribe too much to the inferior 
inſtruments, and depend extravagantly on 


their ſervices. The advice itſelf is ſome- 
times recommended by the Perſon that 


brings it, at leaſt we regard this not ſuffi- 
ciently for its own fake ; the other there- 
fore is taken away, to ;center all our 
thoughts on the ſubject of the Addreſs; 
for this reaſon it is, that through various 
hands, you have the intire plan of ſaving 


knowledge, that the whole may appear to 


be of God. Moſes was not allowed to lead 
1/rael into Canaan; no doubt to make them 
ſenſible, that they depended an another's 
conduct; and thanks be to God, though 
your Miniſters die, the Word lives, the 


Immortal Seed remains, and the great Pro- 


phet lives ſor ever, to take care of the in- 
treſt of his Church, and fill up all the 
breaches that are made in every Society. 
He hath the treaſures of wiſdom, and 
knowledge for the uſe of his people, and 
in him, my dear Brethren, whether Paul, or 
Apollos, or Gephas, all are yours. This na- 


| turally leads me for the Improvement of 


this Subject to recall to your thoughts the 
advantages you have enjoyed of this kind. 
It will give me an opportunity to lay 


before you the Characters of ſome worthy 
Perſons 


_< 
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Perſons that have ſerved in the Goſpel in d 


this Neighbour hood, or at leaſt to preſerve 
their names. | 

And fince your Miniſters live not for 
ever, it will be the laſt inſtance of your 
reſpect to them to let them live in 
our memories; *tis the Apoſtles advice, 


Nemember them uhich have had the rule over 
you, who have ſpoken unto you the Word of © 


God; whoſe faith follow, conſidering the end 
of their converſation, And is it poſſible 
you ſhould forget the worthy Perſons, that 


have in a manner offered themſelves upon 
the ſervice of your faith, or the many 
burning and ſhining Ag bes that have now 


ſet in this Neighbourhood ? You can never 
loſe the idea of your former Paſtor the 
late Reverend Mr. Spilſbury, whoſe grace- 
ful and familiar addreſs from the Pulpit, 


and wiſe prudent conduct out of it, gave 


him ſo much weight, and. influence j in his 


place; of his ſuperior merit we had the 


higheſt teſtimony from that Great Man his 
Uncle Biſhop Hall, Maſter of Pembroke 
College in Oxford, and Margaret Profeſ- 
for, who frequently reſided in his family, 

and had the attendance of the Clergy there 
at the ſame time that his worthy Nephew, 
as a Diſſenting Miniſter, officiated among 
you at the Meeting. Could Mr. Spilſbury 
bave fatisfied himſelf in the Terms of 


z Heb. xiii. 7. 


Conformity, 
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Gonformbty, every one muſt be ſenfible of 
the advantages his relation gave him for 
preferment ; but when the good Brſbop could 
not ſerve him in that way, he gave him the 
laſt teſtimony of his affection and ak, gh in 
2 him his Executor. 05 | 

It would be natural here to add fone ac- 
count of his intimate Friend Mr. Jobn 
Reynolds, that agreeable Preacher, who re- 
ſided ſome time at Oxford, under the con- 
duct of the fame worthy Biſbop, and veri- 
fied his own beautiful Viſion of Death at 
Walſall; but his works yet praiſe him in 
the gates of Zion, and the publick have 
already had the Memoirs of his life, and. 
of the Reverend Mr. Godly. {a 
As to the late Mr. Blackmore of Worceſter, 
who preach d the Funeral Diſcourſe on Mr. 
Sp1lſbury's Deceaſe, you all know the con- 
fiderable figure he made in our Churches; 
he was the worthy ſon of a very great man, 
who was Scribe to the Provincial Aſſembly 
at London, and impriſon'd in the Tower for 
his loyalty in Oliver Cromwel!'s time. 

And upon ſuch an occaſion as this, you 
cannot chuſe calling to mind good Mr. 
Flower of Stourbridge, who alſo aſſiſted 
you to improve the laſt melancholy breach 
of this kind, and in whom the gentleman, 
the chriſtian, and the ſcholar, were grace- 
fully united, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Stubbs of Wolverhampton ſtood re- 


lated to your late Miniſter, and was a 
Perſon of good learning, and true ſeriouſ- 


neſs, whoſe grave ſolemn addreſs made 


great impreſſions. 
Some of you have ſince brought me to 


recollect that, fervent Preacher Mr. Thomp- | 


fon of Bromſgrove. 


As to Mr. Willetts of Dudley, Dr. Calamy 
hath taken notice of his diſtinguiſhed merit; 


and the Reverend Mr. Stokes, who ſucceeded 
to him muſt live freſh in your memory. 


At this time our tears are not dried 


away for the polite and amiable Mr. War- 
ren; who adorned a very publick ſtation 
at Coventry, but ſpent his firſt years near 
you ; as an uſeful Diſcourſe on that occa- 
fion by the Reverend Mr. Carpenter of 
Warwick, now lies before the Publick, 1 
ſhallrefer you to that. I have often thought 
it a debt due to the Churches, as well as to 
the memory of thoſe who have deſerved 


well of them, (if ſome faithful hand 
would diſcharge it) to tranſmit ſome ac- 


count of thoſe, who have devoted them- 
ſelves to the cauſe and intereſt of the 
naked truth, or Goſpel.in that way where- 
in they could have no temptation from the 
rewards of this world : it would be only 


a proper continuation of Mr, Baxter's and 
Dr. Calamy's account of our Miniſters | 


brought down to the preſent time, and 
Ez, might 


_ (86) 
might ſerve ſome valuable purpoſes in ſeve- 
ral” reſpects; nor could any ' unkind con- 
ſtruction be juſtly put upon it, if from a 


| fincere regard to the command of Chriſt, 


not to call any one Maſter upon earth, they 
modeſtly declined paying that deference, 
that hath been expected, to human au- 
thority in matters of religion. One would 


think it muſt recommend them to the : 


' eſteem of an age, that pretends to ſuch a 
ftrong ſenſe of liberty; for the rights of 


conſcience (though they have been forgot- 
ten in ſome late remonſtrances on that 


head) have the beſt plea for it, and in the 
exerciſe of them, there is the moſt glori- 
ous injoyment of it. 


"Tis what makes us greatly thankful to 
the State, for the large meaſure we are in- 
dulg d of this, and which we are far from 


improving to any licentiouſneſs; for this 
we might appeal to thoſe worthy characters, 

that would then be produced, and which 
if they were better known to the Dignita- 
ries of the Church, what kind ſentiments 
they might inſpire, I chooſe now rather to 
hope than expreſs. They muſt obſerve 
the cauſe of Non-Conformity hath not died 
with our Fathers; were it nothing but hu- 


mour, fancy, and prejudice, would to 


God it had.—But as tis founded on the 
moſt generous principles, a firm attach- 


ment to Chriſt as ſole * in his Church, 


and 
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and to the a as the only ſtandard: of 
Faith and Prackico, and 1s attended with 
the. moſt catholick diffuſive charity, it can- 


not be diſcouraged by any who have our 


common Chriſtianity at heart. The bleſ- 
fed Jeſus cenſured his diſciples for their 


rebuke on thoſe that followed not with 
them, as long as they promoted the inte- 
reſt of his kingdom. 

And the Apoſtle Paul rejoiced that 
Chriſt was preached, tho' it was by ſome 
out of contention, which is far from being 
our caſe. We have no ambition of the 


honours of this world, and ſollicit none of 


the places and preferments of it; as we 
only deſire to be known by the firſt name 


given to the diſciples (viz.) that of Cbri- 
tans, would our Fathers and Brethren in 


the E/tabh/hment receive us under that cha- 
racter to all the rights of it, and while 


they permit us to give them the right 
hand of fellowſhip, eſteem us their Humble 
 Afiftants in that great work of propaga- 


ting chriſtian knowledge, and holineſs, it 


might greatly ſerve the intereſt of religion 
In genera! : ſhall I preſume to add, would 


_ even incourage our Miniſtry by do- 
honour occaſionally to our Aſſemblies 
8 their preſence, this would be a more 


ſenſible teſtimony to the great article of 
the creed, the Communion of Saints, than 
the mere rehearſing i it ; not to mention the 
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kind hints they might then give us, to- 


ward improving our devotions: might it 


not roll away ſome reproaches on religion 


with them, as if it was only a political 
appendage to the ſtate? It would be the 
moſt publick declaration, that the king- 
dom of God conſiſted not in meats and 
drinks, but in righteouſneſs, peace, and 


joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and mnſt effectu- 


ally diſcourage any from making the forms 
of worſhip, or zeal for a party a ſkreen 
for their vices; in ſhort ſuch an union and 
harmony would give a much greater weight 
to our common labours in the cauſe of 
Chriſtianity, and the only remaining dif- 
tinction of any moment amongſt us would 
then be between Good and Bad Men, into 
which every other will reſolve at laſt. 

How much occaſien there is for our uni- 
ted endeavours at this day, we mult all be 


ſenſible from the growing immorality and 


infidelity of the age, - and what ſucceſs 


might attend ſuch a friendly correſpon- 


dence, and the ſhock thoſe libertines might 
receive from it, any one may apprehend 
that conſiders that their greateſt er 
lies, like that of our enemies abroad, 

aur diviſons at home. However, =. i 
nothing propos d in the invitation, that is 
not worthy of Chriſtian charity, and that 
doth not tend to edification. If it were 
jherefore thus hlently made to the Rulers 


of 


— 
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Er 
of the Church, by a fair and impartial ac- 


count of the learned and pious men that 
have miniſtred in our Aſſemblies, it might 


induce them to cultivate a better acquain- 
tance with thoſe that ſucceed to their la- 
bours ; eſpecially if they obſerve they 
have a double portion, or, as the phraſe 
ſignifies, are genuine heirs, of the ſame 


5 ſpirit, they will not think that condeſcen- 


fion unbecoming ; for as they hope to be 


with ſuch hereafter, no inconvenience can 


attend the beginning the familiarity, and 
friendſhip here, the greateſt good may. 
As to any apprehenſion that it may fink. 
their eſteem and intereſt with ſome, it 


can only be among thoſe whoſe weak pre- 
judices want the information ſuch great 


examples would give them : of others 
they would be had in honour, their ſupe- 


rior ſenſe and learning placeth them out 


of the reach of low cenſure, and above 
that falſe delicacy which has diſcouraged 
many a plain duty ; and in their laſt 
hours it would yield them more ſatiſ- 
faction than all their ſhort-liv'd ho- 


nours. But what acceptance ſoever ſuch 


memoirs would have from that quarter, 
they might be greatly uſeful to us, when 
we found ourſelves ſurrounded with ſuch 


a cloud of witneſſes; it may kindle an 


holy ardour to lay aſide every weight, every 
Jacumbrance on our ys; and to run 
the 


[3 
the race that is ſet before us, looking un- 
to Jeſus in the firſt place, and then being 
followers of them, who through faith and 
atience inherit the promiſes. Tis this 
effect it might have on all, but tis more 
particularly adapted to inſpire the Sons of 


the PROPHETS with a ſacred emulation to 


copy out the moſt excellent characters, 
and form themſelves by them; eſpecially 
if they did but apprehend, that for any 


thing they know, there may be a Pen 


going behind the curtain, taking minutes 
of their application, improvement, and 
behaviour for the ſervice of ſome future 
age; and therefore if they expect the re- 
ward of the righteous, 20 be had in ever- 
laſting remembrance, or if they ever hope 


to diffuſe a ne on their names above 


ground, when they are laid under it, it 
muſt be a ſtrong admonition to the greateſt 
vigilance of their conduct now, that they 
may leave ſome happy traces of their 


exiſtence behind them. Something of this 


kind was the foundation of the refined po- 
liticks of Egyßt, a nation that knew hu- 
man nature very well, and who according 


to Driod: Sic's: curious account of them 


(Chap. 1. Sect. 2.) anticipated the future 
judgment by fitting upon every corps here, 

reviewing the life and actions of the Per- 
ſon, and decreeing the recompences of 
virtue W to * Remains, in or- 


der 
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der to incourage it the more: whether the 


ſame apology might not be made for the 
antient Diptychs in the Chriſtian Church 


I ſhall not inquire ; it, is certain theſe ſoon 
degenerated into groſs ſuperſtition and 
flattery, and this flagrant abuſe of Funeral 


Diſcourſes has given me no opinion of un- 
diſtinguiſhed Elogiums on the dead. 

But where there is a bright example it 
may be an injury to the Publick to ſecrete 


it from view, and perhaps your late Mi- 


niſter has furniſhed as fair and unblemiſh- 
ed a character, as moſt of his age. What 
relation his F amily bore to the famous Mr. 


Bradſhaw of Stapen-bill near Burton upon 


Trent, who made fo great a figure among 


the firſt Puritans, and whoſe life is in Mr. 


Clarke's colleQion, I cannot ſay, but theſame 
ſtrict principlesof piety and virtue were tranſ- 
mitted in it, and your late Miniſter was edu- 
cated with the greateſt ſenſe of them. 
When he was very young he was di- 
ſtinguiſned for uncommon gravity, and 


application to his books; the proficiency 


he made in Claflical Learning at the 
Publick School in Urtoxeter, was much 
taken notice of, and applauded ; ; and 


when he was eſteemed greatly qualified 
in that way, he came very early under 
my care for Academical Literature, but 


had the melancholy proſpe& of being 


e therein by the Schiſm Af ; a 


moſt 
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moſt iniquitous and barbarous Law, copied 

from the perſecutions in France, where 

they took that method to extirpate the 

— Religion. Tis what Queen Anne 

was brought to favour from that weak 

attachment to the Church, which the pre- 

ſent Dutcheſs of Marlborough has in her 

Memoirs expoſed, and which ſome about 

her then improved to introduce the Pre- 

tender and Popery, But upon her demiſe, 

that very day in which the Act took place, 

this ſtorm blew over, and I had again the 

pleaſure to preſide over his ſtudies, and 

aſſiſt in forming a mind that raiſed the 

greateſt hopes of future uſefulneſs. His 

Friends promiſed themſelves another Mat- 

thew Henry in him, but the tender con- 

ſtitution of his body was a great weight on 

his ſpirits; and an exceſs of modeſty con- 

cealed great merit. 
When he was perſuaded into the Pulpit, 

his firſt performances, and the grave manner | 1 

of addreſs, were extreamly acceptable to the 

ſerious part of his Auditory. He had read ſo 

much of the old Practical Divinity, that 

with pleaſure they obſerved a tincture of the 

ſame devout ſpirit run through all his 

Diſcourſes; theſe were judicious, plain 

and edifying, and upon thoſe important 

ſubjects, wherein good men are generally 

agreed, He began as to this, where the 

Great Mr, Baxter ended, with a noble 

negligence 
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(Ar 
negligence of all thoſe {INE which 
take off mens attention from Practical Ho- 
lineſs, and inſtead of improving their heads, 
or mending their hearts, ſeldom leave them 
much wiſer or better. In conſequence of 


this, his affection and charity extended to 
all that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſin- 


cerity, or as the word ſignifies in incorrup- 
tion, (i. e.) without any Jewiſb or human 
mixture; not that ſomething of this kind 
may not be expected in ſuch a fallible 
ſtate; for while the rights of private judg- 
ment are allowed, every one will abound 
in his own ſenſe, and there can be no 
great harm in it, as long as it is not impoſ- 


ed, but an equal indulgence is ſhewed to 
| others, and there is a prevailing regard to 


= great things of religion; as theſe took 
I his thoughts, and his infirm ſtate 
health hope them conſtantly in his 


5 win they naturally derived on him the 
| temper of that world, where there is none 
of the diſputes of this. It is what you 


had the advantage of in his ſacred Mini- | 
ſtrations both publick and private, and 


might obſerve in his whole behaviour, 


which was a beautiful delineation of the 

Goſpel he preached, ſoft, mild, inoffen- 
five, and exemplary. He had the hap- 
pineſs to form himſelf for your more im 


mediate ſervioe by the pattern, and in- 
Ke: ſtructions 
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ſtructions of his pious, prudent. Father- 
in-Law the late Mr. Spilſbury, whom he 
aſſiſted ſome years, and ſerved with him 
in the Goſpel, as a Son with a Father, It 
was what ſoftened the very heavy. ſtroke, 
when it pleaſed God to remove' that ex- 
cellent Man, that you bad a Perſon at hand 

ſo well qualified and prepared to ſucceed 
him. How he filled up the dutics of his 
Place, your tender ſympathy in his long 
affliction, and your concern for the loſs, 
is a ſufficient evidence, In compaſſion: to 
this, I ſhall not therefore by any further 
repreſentation revive your ſenſe, of it, but 
{hall leave it to your fighs and. ſorrows to 
ſpeak the reſt. The ſame conſideration is 
alſo a reſtraint on me from entering par- 
ticularly into the grief of his defolate Fa- 
mily, which as it is meaſured by the de- 
ſerts of the Perſon, is too tender a Subject 
to dwell upon, and it would be cruel to 
aggravate it by a detail of his domeſtick 
virtues. The kindeſt offices we can now 
do them, is to recommend the Widow, 
the Prophet's Widow, to the kind Patron 
of the diſtreſſed, who has given her a 
claim in promiſes, ſhe could never plead 
before, and from which ſhe will derive 
the beſt conſolation : with him alſo we 
ſhall leave the dear Fatherleſs Children 
amidft our pious wiſhes, that they may 
| ry | always 


e 
always know their Father's, their Grand- 
Father's God and Friend, and ſerve him 
with perfect hearts, and willing minds. 
May you, my Brethren, be directed in 
the choice of One of the "fame catholick | 
principles, and truly chriſtian ſpirit, that 
may build: on the good foundation laid 
by thoſe excellent Men, that have been 
the Ornament of your Town, and the 
Glory of . Chriſt in his Churches; and 
ſince the Prophets live not for ever, will 
you pray for the Remnant that is left, 
whoſe hands are weakned by every breach 
of this kind; and particularly for the 
Schools of the Prophets, that we may have 
a worthy ſucceſſion of thoſe, who ſhall 
be the young Lights of the Church, and 
the Salt of the Earth. 
I ſhall now conclude with the pious | 
wiſh of the excellent Mr, Henry, in his 
Expoſition of this paſſage — * Oh, thae 
* this weighty conſideration had its due 
« weight given it —That we are Dying 
« Miniſters, dealing with Dying People, 
© about the concerns of Immortal Souls, 
« and an awful Eternity, which both 
« they and we are ſtanding on the brink 
« of! How ſolemn would this render our 
Miniſtrations! How ſerious your Atten- 
« dance! If we repreſent ourſelves as Men 


4 © that are * and ſhall be Dead ſoon, 
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(4) 
« how ſhould we cry aloud with that 
« breath which ſhall be. ſtopped or ſpent 
ian little time, and how would yo 
e hear that your ſouls may live! Which 
| God of his infinite mercy my through 
Js Chriſt our Lord. 
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ExXVVIAE MATTHAEI BRADSHAW 
VIRI LITERIS"POLITIORIBVS EXCVLTI 
SED OI POTISSIMVM | 
PRACTICAE THEOLOGIAE OPERAM DEDIT 
CVIVS PRAECLARA MONVMENTA 
MARMORE HOC PERENNIORA 
NIMIRVM,CORDIBVS HOMINVM INSCVLPTA 
MERITO EXIGIT 
E DIGITVS DEI o. M. CAELAVIT 
CVM SOCERO SVO VIRO VERE VENERANDO 
ISPILSBVRY | 
IN MINISTERIVM PRIMO COOPTATVS 
ILLO HINC MIGRANTE © 
IN MVNVS PASTORALE SVFFECTVS FIT 
QyVO PIE ET PROBE FVNCTVS 
VITAE SANCTIMONIA 
| MORVM GRAVITATE 
| MODESTIA HEV NIMIS VIRGINALT. 
MVLTVM INCLARVIT 
SACRAS CONCIONES AD POPYLYM HABVIT 
'  PRISCORVM SECLORVM PIETATEM 
2 5 VERE REDOLENTES 
NVIIISsECTAE ADDICTVS 
* CHRISTIANI NOMINE SOLVM GAVDENS 
OMNES CHRISTA EN A®@APZIA AMANT. 
BENEVOLENTIA AMPLEXVS EST 
ANDEM NON SEN1O SED MOR BO QUODAM CHRONICO FRACTVS 
SANGVINIS SCILICET PROFLVVIO | 
ET DOLORIBVS NE DICAM LABORIBVS LANG VESCENS 
IEIVNIA ET VOTA PVBLICA GENTIS BRITANNICAE 
DIE ISTO SOLENNTI IV ID. NOV. MDCCXLII. 
CVM CONVIVIO ET GRATIARVM ACTIONIBVS 
COETVS CAELESTIS 
FELICITER COMMVYTAYVIT, 
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Lately Publiſb d by the ſame Author. 


HE Heavens do Rule, A SERMON 

preach'd at a Meeting of Miniſters, 

at Derby, Sept. 9, 1742. Publiſh'd at 

their Requeſt, and now recommended as 

proper for Peruſal on the enſuing FAsT. 
(rice Six Pence.) 
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